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ARTSPARTNERS OF CENTRAL ILLINOIS, INC.

OUR MISSION

Founded in 1999, ArtsPartners of Central 
Illinois, Inc. is a 501c3 tax-exempt, not-for-profit 
organization whose mission is to build awareness 
and strengthen the arts as an economic catalyst 
for the Peoria area.

It realizes its mission by:

organizations and other entities

business community, the media, local agencies 
and educational institutions

information and resources

STAFF
Suzette Boulais,
Carolyn Kenny,
Nancy Schweitzer,

VOLUNTEERS
Barb Kenny,  Web Calendar & Educator’s Guide 
Gretchen Pearsall, E-Newsletter 

INTERNS
April Anderton
Liz Lappin
Regina Powell

WEB & GRAPHIC DESIGN
Jake Hamann, OneFire Media
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OFFICERS

BOARD MEMBERS

Susan Goergen, President 
George Brown, Vice President 
Kristan McKinsey, Secretary 
Jeremy Kellem, Treasurer 

Dr. Peter Couri
Jacob Grant 
Chris Gray
John Kim 
James Polk 
Deborah Totten 
Barbara Waldorf
Jonathan Wright

“The cultural artistry and creativity 
that is prevalent throughout the Peoria 
area is nothing short of magnificent 
and far superior to other cities our size. 
Our friends at ArtsPartners have been 
absolutely wonderful and supportive 
in helping us bring this culture to the 
attention of the many visitors who 
regularly visit our area and those who 
will soon do so. We are confident that 
our strategic alliance with ArtsPartners 
will increase the quantity of visitors 
coming to our area in search of our 
unique cultural surroundings.”
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Arts Works in Peoria

Bob Marx
President/CEO
Peoria Area Convention & Visitors Bureau



HIGHLIGHTS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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Throughout 2010-2011, ArtsPartners deployed a 

radio, print and online presence. Our media 
partners included:

WTVP-TV
regional arts organizations and producing public 

WEEK-TV and WTVP-TV for airing numerous Art 

WCBU 89.9 FM for hosting the Out and About 

theatrical productions.

In total, in-kind donations from our media 
and community partners over the past
year were just under $200,000.

 ArtsPartners.net.

cultural information about all of the arts playing 

2,500 hits a month and 30,000 a year. 
Calendar of Events. Published a hard-copy 

Online Ticket Sales. Accessible at ArtsPartners.
net, the sophisticated yet easy-to-use ArtsTix 

for our ArtsPartners and their patrons. High-

audiences whose purchasing habits and access 
to information are defined by online culture. To 

generating nearly $80,000 for nearly two dozen 
arts groups.

SHOWCASING THE ARTS ARTS AWARENESS & VISIBILITY
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  ARTSChecks. Increased use of ARTSChecks 
gift certificates as a way to build new audiences 

ArtsPartners’ online ticket sales page and can be 
purchased with a credit card.
ArtsPartner of the Year. Recognized Vic 
Burnett as the 2010 ArtsPartners of the Year, 
acknowledging his long-term exemplary support 

Peoria City Hall: A Visitor’s Guide of Peoria’s 
Greatest Treasure. ArtsPartners’ latest full-color 

key locations throughout the community. This 

Leunig, and designed by Nicole Blackburn, 
exquisitely showcases the rich art and history of 
Peoria’s City Hall.

ARTS.Happening. Published and distributed 
this monthly e-newsletter that reaches roughly 
1,000 ArtsPartners. 
 What’s Playing in Peoria. This popular weekly 

in the Peoria area. 
ArtsPartners Educator’s Guide. Published and 
distributed to area teachers, the 2010-2011 
ArtsPartners Educator’s Guide is a major K-12 
resource used for planning arts-related field trips 

Dr. Peter Couri shares with the audience during 
a tour of historic artwork found at Peoria City Hall
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Art Works ArtsPartners continued to promote 
NEA Chair Rocco Landesman’s Art Works 
theme throughout 2010-2011, culminating in 
the creation of a poster collage of the Peoria 

Aaron Schock in the spring of 2011. The 
poster consisted of 2,700 arts-related images 
contributed by Peoria-area artists.
ARTS Celebration. At the request of 
Congressman Schock, ArtsPartners assisted in 
gathering members of the Peoria-area arts and 
business community together for a “Celebration 
of the Arts” at Wildlife Prairie Park on August 

economic and cultural growth. Special guest 

Landesman.

Sustaining Communities. ArtsPartners was 

Heart of Illinois Sustainability Consortium, a 
regional partnership created through a U.S. 

planning grant program. The program aims 

sustainability by crafting a long-range plan that 

and natural resources. 
 Engaging the Underserved. ArtsPartners helps 
to expose the arts to new audiences by offering 
free performances and dress rehearsals by the 
Peoria POPS and Eastlight Theatre to children 

Way programs.

COMMUNITY BUILDING

HIGHLIGHTS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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CITY OF PEORIA 
Jim Ardis, Mayor 
Beth Akeson
Clyde Gulley, Jr. 

Timothy Riggenbach 
Gary Sandberg 
Ryan Spain 
William Spears 
W. Eric Turner 
Barbara Van Auken

PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY 

Patrick Roesler, Vice Chair
Laraine Bryson, Secretary
Robert Manning, Treasurer
Kenneth Goldin 
Leonard Unes

Harold Burdess
Ryan Spain
Bob Marx

AN ECONOMIC INVESTMENT

ArtsPartners diversified its funding through successful grant applications to enhance and underwrite major annual and ongoing initiatives: 



ArtsPartners  was pleased to facilitate the success 

and arts organizations to participate in:

attracting more tourists to the region

luncheon  presented by The Tri-County Regional 
Planning Commission

Connecting the Arts to the Community“ArtsPartners has been an incredibly 
great partner to work with over the 
last year. When called to help they 
have assisted with recommending 
excellent judges and volunteers for 
the yearly Congressional Art Show I 
host and they can always be counted 
on to offer sound advice when asked. 
Further, ArtsPartners was instrumental 
in helping to pull together the events 
surrounding NEA Chairman Rocco 
Landesman’s recent visit to Peoria. 
This joint effort led to many in the arts 
community to remark afterwards that 
they had never before seen such a 
large number of local artists who were 
able to come together to showcase the 
talents of Central Illinois.”

2010-2012 PARTNERSHIPS
Arts Works

 in Peoria

Congressman Aaron Schock
IL-18
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ArtsPartners assisted local businesses and 
organizations by informing artists and arts 
organizations about the following arts-related 
opportunities:

for their Encore! program

singers and actors for their 2011-2012 season

actor in one of their productions

design contest

contest.

entertainment

Jacob Grant molds a piece of pottery in his studio 9
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At the request of the following organizations, ArtsPartners 

 
Cornerstone Building

Connecting the Arts to the Community

2010-2012 PARTNERSHIPS
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

INCOME: $83,643
          Restaurant Tax Proceeds 

$75,000 

         Grant Income 
$8,000 

        Interest and Other Income 
$478 

         Contributions 
$165

EXPENSES: $96,280
 

$84,226 

 
$10,017 

 
$2,037

88%

2%

10%

90%

9.4%

0.5%

0.1%
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1) 
2) Heart of Illinois Sustainability Consortium
3) 
4) Congressman Aaron Schock and NEA Chairman Rocco Landesman with “Art Works” poster
5) AP Board Member George Brown at arts packaging session
6) 
7) NEA Chair Rocco Landesman and Congressman Aaron Schock at Peoria Ballet
8) Suzette Boulais and Ra Joy at One State Conference

ArtsPartners of Central Illinois, Inc.
820 SW Adams Street
Peoria, Illinois 61602

P: 309.676.2787   F: 309.676.0290
www.artspartners.net


